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Kentucky Guard building
new future, brick by brick

Ly 2nd Lt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Alfairs Officer

LAS PENAS, Ecuador — The simple pleasures and quict dignity
of this small fishing village are as constant as the Pacific tides that
roll gently 1w 1s shore,

A tsunami of technological progress may have swepl over the
Morthern half of this hemisphere, but little has changed m Ecuador
in the past 100 years.

The residents still draw their sustenance and livelihood from the
seq, rowing into the surf aboard wooden canoes o cast their nets for
the fish and shrimp that will put food on their tables and o linle
muoney in their pockets,

No poe goes hungry, and everyone has a roof over his head, even
if it's attached 1o a ramshackle shanty without electricity or plumb-
ing. The town's children greet visitors with caredree smiles and wide-
eved mnocence, while their hard-working parcnls cxpress a reserved
but unmistakable optimism,

Suill, crushing poverty 15 a fact ol life. Disease and poor sanita-
tiont mean most Ecuadorian men never live past the age of 43, and
the cash-strapped government is ill-equipped to help its more needy
citizens.,

Mecessities that Americans ke for granted, like good schools
and clinies, are considered luxuries in this remote village, and sani-
tary sewers are unheard of. The rutted mudpaich that serves as the

See Ecuador, Page 4

ABOVE LEFT: Senior Airman Bill Christopher of the 123rd
Civil Engineering Squadron, lays concrete block for the
construction of a school in Las Penas.

LEFT: Air Guard civil engineers prepare a foundation for
the building, which is replacing the shack in the back-
ground.



COMMANDER’S CALL

Families are crucial
to our continued success as a wing

I e are guickly coming o
the end of another busy
and successful fiscal year,

It is appropriate. then.

that we take the tme this

LI'TA to congratulate our-

selves anid thank our fwmihes for allowing

us 1o do the serious and importan work of
SECVING puUr couniry.

We do that jobvery well, and we all know
that we couldn’t do it without the support of
our families.

So o all of the wives, hushands, moms,
dads and kids out there who let your hus-
bands, wives, kids, moms and dads come out
and play with us — thanks loads!

Ty matke sure we help the families who
help us, the Depurtment of Defense is plic-
ing o large emphasis on Family Support,

As organizations tend to do, there will be
many new programs heralding the anmpor-
rance of the Tamily, all designed 1o add struc-
ture to things that we have done tor years,

These PrOSrams are Necessary, and they
will help us better support our members and
their families — as long as we keep the pro-
LTINS 1N perspective.

By that | mean we must always focus on
supporting the family and not merely on sup-
porting the programes,

Dwring my tenure 1o this great organiza-
tion, I have witnessed many examples of
[amily support in action,

The first instance that comes o mind 5
one in which T was the beneficiary, 1 had
heen i the unit for a year or so when my
dad passed away. | was still a relatively new
guy and did not know all that many people.
Diespite being new, Dwas amazed ar how

Col. Michael 1.. Harden
I 23rd Airlife Wing Conmander

many folks visited at the funeral home and
how many offers of help 1 received,

I will never forger Gary Burge taking me
ot to his car after visitation had ended and
giving me the coldest, best-tasting beer [
have ever had.

[ will also never forget the turnout al the
funeral the next day when [ looked up and
spw Gen, Carl Black. Here 1 was, anew Cap-
tain WSO, and the wing commander ook
time o attend my dad’s funeral.

I knew then that this cerpanization was ong
great outfie.

Oither examples include the help given our
folks when the tormadoes came through
Bullir County several years ago.

You provided food, clothing and shelter

to our folks who needed it You did it no
because a commander asked you Lo, but be-
cause you saw the need. and you filled that
need.

When Tom Thormion's son died several
vears ago, most of us were standing around
the funeral home ryving e think of the right
thing 1o say — only to Ood ool later that
Tohn Amshoff was over at Tom’s house cut-
ting his grass so that it would look nice when
folks came by 1o pay their respects afier the
funerul.

He saw a necd, and he filled 1.

Current examples melude the support
given to Mary Jo Weisenberger during the
illness of her davghter, and Charlie Smmpson
during the recovery of his son, an Air Force
pilot who was injured Last month when his
F-16 crashed upon takeoll m Japan,

We do this naturally, and 1t is as much a
part of the fabric of this erganization as My-
mg, fixing and supporting.

The quality of people in an organization
give it its character and definition. Our air-
craft may be our most expensive asset, but
our peaple are our moest valuable asset,

Every member of the Thotoughbred Ex-
press — and their families — deserve our
suppor,

You have given it unselhishly in the past,
and [ know that vou will continue giving
well into the Tuture,

— Thanks loads,

57 e S Aol

Ky. 40213-2678.

This funded Air Force newspaper is published for mem-
hers of the military services. Contents of The Cargo Cou-
rier are not necessarily the views of the U.S. govéernment,
the Department of Defense or the Air Force.
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affairs office of the 123rd Airlift Wing, Kentucky Air Na-
tional Guard, Louisville International Airport, Louisville,
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Direct | Family Day
Deposit offers fun

Chief Masler Sgt. David Or-

ange and Tecf?. Sqgt. Tedd fOT' all agé'S
Albin make a “large” dona-
tion to the WHAS Crusade
for Children in June, The
money, which will benefit
handicapped youngsters,
was raised by the KyANG
Chief's Council through
ticket sales for the 1998
Tech, Sgt. Charlio SrmpsonKeANG Bean SUUP Feast.

By Senior Airman Amy Carr
Cargo Courier Staff Writer

Plenty of family, fricnds and fun
are i store tomorrow during Air
Giuard Family Day,

From Karaoke and volleyball to a
ring toss and duck pond. the day’s
activities will affer events for all

ages, suid Master Sgi. Rose Farguhar,
205th declared combat-ready | s neviss i
coordinator,

“All Guard members” families are
encourgged 10 come and spend the
day,” she said. * This 15 an important
event for us becaose 1l gives usa
chance to show appreciation Lo our
families.”

Unit-sponsored activities have
traditionally been some of the maost
popular events at Family Dy,
Farguhar said, because they give

By Maj. Ralinda Gregor explained,
Ky ANG Chief of Public AfTairs “When vou're dealing with communica-
tions, real customers can never have enough,
Less than two years after converting o and they can never have it fast enowgh.”
its current mission, the 208th Combat Com- The challenging nature of the ORI pro-
munications Squadron successfully com-  vided many of unit’s members with viral
pleted its first operational readiness inspec-  eaperience, saud Chief Master Sat. Joe
tion last month, caming combat-ready sta-  Goodin, the squadron's maintenance super-
tus from the 9th Air Force inspector general  intendent.

ST : save them an ity 1o pick . i
1LJ.T|].:1 d fesi ekt i 'li'”t;'-‘r; "‘ 1l]Il'1:1 OPRAIIDILY 10 pIEK family members the opportunity o
s squadron carne ratings fore sorme he AEH N e
e LN SN 50:! £ Xk upfu]:m b i sea what the Air Guard does.
ceptional performance during its initial re- We knew we had some weaknesses in

This year's events will include C-
1300 tours, Security Forces demon-
strations and a Special Tactics
display.

Special guest Mrs. Cathylee
Weaver, wile of Air National Guard
Drrector Maj, Gen. Paul Weaver Jr.,
also will meet with Guard members”
spauses,

For lunch, each unit will hald its
WL PTG b T,

To ensure that there 15 adequate
parking on base for visiting familics,
Farquhar asks that unit members park
at Male High School tomorrow.

sponse phase, when it deployed 1o Dugway  some areas, and the 10 wewm gave us sug-
Froving Ground, Utah; and for dedicated  gestions on how to improve them.” Goodin
customer support during the ORs employ-  saud.
ment phuse, when it provided communica- Three Kentuckinns also were recognized
tions links for real-world customers wha by the 10 team as superior performers —
were participating in cxercise Global Pa-  2nd Lt Joseph Clemente, Master Sgi. John
triol, Emly and Tech. Sgt. Tim Cruse.
Thousands ol reservists and active duty “I'm very proud of each and every mem-
troops took part in the multi-national, joint-  herof the 205th,” said Col, Michaeg| Harden,
service exercise, which was designed to test 123rd Aidrelift Wing commander.
their ability to defend South Korea from “They deployed successlully, performed
simulated invasion. their wartime mission and fulfilled their
The 20%h's combination of inspections  Torce protection and post-attack respensibili-
and live-fly aperations grew out of recom-  tes, That's a heck of a big job for a small
mendations presented in the Quadrennial De- contingent o 43 people.”

fense Review, said Maj. Meil Mullaney, the Mullaney praised the base for s suppor : z Tk .
squadron’s detachment commander, during the inspection. SCHEDULED EVENTS
The unit was a test hed for the concept, “We successfully completed the first ;
which should make mspections less costly.  phase in large part dug 1o the suppont that 3 a.m‘..u...............Chapel_semces

They certainly make them more realistic,  we received from the 123rd, especially the NOOM.iismussrmmrisemicn NI plEICS
Mullaney said. wing plans office and the aerial port squad- 1 pm.............Mrs. Weaver speaks
“Our customers arrived at Dugway and  ron,” Mullaney said. ":'“th family I'I‘iEI:I"Ib?L‘S
Wwere expecting communiculions service ns “Without those two entities, we'd prab- 1-4 p.m.....Displays and activities

wiewete going through the ORL” Mullaney  ably still be sitting on the ramp.”
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Senior Airman Tommy Downs Ky NG

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Staff Sgt. Nick Jateff of the 96th
Civil Engineering Squadron watches as a load of sand is dumped
at the school site; Staff Sgt. Tony Long of the 123rd Civil Engi-
neering Squadron removes tree roots from around the building's
footer; Concrete is poured for the building's foundation; Senior
Airman Joel Ortega of the 96th prepares steel reinforcements.

i i
Samor Arman Tommy Downs/KyANG
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Senior Arman Tommy DownsHKyANG

and Adr National Guard are working  Scpt. 35, Guard civil engines
Ecuador

together o improve the living condi- The Air Guard contingent, work-  curity police, cor

" . i wilth 25 ant Hi inlists : e

Continued from Page 1 tions here and acmsslcuasml Ecuador. ing with 25 active ri_ur:r__cml engi-  specialists and suf,
The soldiers and airmen are partici- — neers from Eglin Air Foree Base,  have been deple

town’s main road smells disturbingly  pating in operation Nuevos Horizontes  Fla., was charged with building a  project. with most

mare like an outhouse than its chiel thor-  — Spanish for “new horizons™ — that  school, clinic and latrine in Las ing on two-week T
oughfare. will construct five schools, three  Pefias during its phase of the opera- The planning f

This summer, however, more than  medical clinics and four latrines in  tion, which began April 29, however, went hacl
1,300 members of the Kentucky Army  towns throughout coastal Ecuador by More than 120 Kentucky Air  months.
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Sanior Airman Tommy DownsHyANG

“This 15 a humongous logistical
exercise,” said Maj. Phil Howard, who
is operations officer for the 123rd Civil
Engineering Squadron.

“We're talking aboul the largest
maohilization for the state of Kentucky
since the Gulf War.”

See Construction, Page 6

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Senior Airman
Damon Hobbs of the 123rd Civil Engineer-
ing Squadron pours morlar on concrete
blocks at the school site; Senior Airman
Bill Christopher aligns the blocks to form
the structure’s rear wall; Senior Airman
Joel Orlega scrapes excess mortar from
the building’s concrete floor.

BELOW: The school at Las Penas nears
completion. The 1,500-square-foot facility
will be complemented by a 700-square-
toot medical clinic and a small latrine, all
of which are designed to require little or
no maintenance. Overall, troops partici-
pating in Neuvos Horizontes will construct
14 buildings.

Senior Airman Tommy DownsHyANG
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Army Guardsman killed in Ecuador

By S1aff Spt. David W. Altom
Kentucky Army National Guard

RICHMOND, Ky, — Kentucky Army
Mational Guard Maj. Robert 5. Hacker was
buried with full military honors here one
week afler being killed in a vehicle acci-
dent while on duty in the South American
nation of Ecuador,

Hacker— of Headguarters und
Headguarters Company, 201st
Engincer Battalion — died on
July 8ih of injuries he received
when the vehicle in which he was
traveling ran off a road and over-
turned in Esmeraldas Province.

Hacker wuas accompunicd by
one other LS. Army soldier and
an Ecuadorian Army officer when
the accident occurred,

A member of the Kentucky
Army National Guard for 18
yeurs and g veteran of numerous
overseas deployvments to Latin
Americy and the Caribbean,
Hacker was in Ecuador as part of
thee command element for Nuevios
Harizoates ("New Horizons™),
the Kenmcky Natonal Guard's
humanitarian relief mission there.

Approximalely 1,300 soldiers
and airmen are participating in the
construction of schools and clin-
ics, while providing medical care,
helicopter and logistical suppor,
and sile seeurity. Hacker was the operations
officer for the exercise task force, supervis-
ing the fielding of troops and oversecing the
NUMEraus projecls.

The timing of Hacker's death was as
ironic as it was tragic. A member of the
mission s duration weam, he had been in Ec-

vador since April and was scheduled 1o come
home the weekend following his death. He
died on the eve of his son's seventh birth-
day.

In addition to his overseas missions,
Hacker was well-known for the role he
played in responding to the needs of the com-
munity in which he fived during numerous

tation,” said Kentucky Adjutant General John
R. Groves. “Although his mission was to
train soldiers for war, he will best be remem-
bered for his intense mterest in helping oth-
ers less forunae,

"Whether it was directing reliel efforts
during [oods or snowstorms in Kentucky,
building an orphanage on the Caribbean is-
land of Dominica, or a medical
clinic in Ecwador, Robert
Hacker wus committed to help-
ing improve the lives of his fel-
low man, He was an outstand-
ing professional Army olficer
and o devoled hushand and fa-
ther, He was our friend, and he
will be missed.”

Members of both the Ken-
tucky Aar and Army National
Guard turned out to honor
Hacker's memory during s fu-
nerad service last month at Rich-
mond Cemelery.

Adrmen from the 123rd Adr-
lift Wing served as his color
puard, while combat engineers
trom his home unit fired the 21-
gun salute. The sound of bag-
pipes playing "My Old Ken-
tucky Home™ filled the airas the

emergencies and natural disasters. He was
awirded the Kentucky Stale Active Duty
Ribbon on three separate occasions for com-
ing to the aid of Kentuckians struck down in
their time of need.

“As a Kentocky Army National Guard
Engineer, Robert Hacker had a unique repu-

.h:lh-n |.:!H'|'H|5.".I:'.Eh|al'll:i Daily Independen

Hacker, shown here in Ecuador one month before his
death, was an 18-year veteran of the Kentucky Guard.

Mag-draped colfin was laid to
resl,

A memorial fund has been es-
tablished in the name of Maj.
Hacker by his lamily. Proceeds
lrom the fund will be used to purchase text-
baoks for the schools he helped build while
serving in Ecuador, Donations can be sent 1o
The Major Robert Hacker Memorial Fund,
cfo SFC Fiwrpatrick; HQ 201st Engineer
Battalion; 2519 Lexington Ave.; Ashland.
BY 41101

Construction

Continued from Page 5

Hundreds of tons of heavy equipment
and more than |{({} pieces aof rolling stock
were shipped 10 Ecoador by barge and
mmarshalled at the Port of Esmeraldas, near
Las Pefas, while other gear was airlified
by military wansports,

The st challenge for incoming troops

was o establish a base camp {rom scratch,
which provided its own set of logistical
difficultics,

The heavy rains of Bl Mifio caused mud
slides that washed out the only road be-
tween the Port of Esmeraldos and the Aar
Guard site, Howard said, so much of the
initial equipment had o be delivered by
Army CH-47 Chinook helicopters,

Because of a problem with local con-
tractors, the iniial tewn also had difli-

culty zetting materads like sand to prepare
foundations for the campsire’s tenis, al-
though the engineers eventually received
permission from Lsmeraldas™ mavor o
mine their own, Howard sasd.

Despite such problems. the Air Guard's
base camp went from a muddy, overgrown
palch to a lunctionally effective site within
sin days, allowing incoming troops 1o be-

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

ein the construction effort.

Again, however, the engineers encountered problems getting
materials from local contractors, who were supplying gravel and
concrete blocks,

“The contractors had it set up so we were suppased o go over
and get the grave! from them, bul the road was washed out and
we had to go across two rivers to get it,” Howard said,

“There was an Army bridge company that offered 1o help by
taking us across the rivers, but they bugged out after the first
week, so we were lefl trying to get across using commercial car-
rieTs.

W hud o barter, beg and plead — do whatever we could o
et across those rivers,”

Howsard said convoys also began driving along the heach
bypass the blocked roadways, but that option had perils of s
own since the movernents had o be timed 10 coincide with low
tide, Mare than one vehicle got stuck 1 the wet sand.

These kinds of hardships, however, are what make Nugvos
Heorizontes such @ valuable iraining experience, said Lt Col. Tom
Marks, commander of the 123rd Civil Engineering Seuadron.

“NYou could not afford, nor could you ever devise, this kind of
traiming,” Marks said, “Not only do they have to design and build
the base camp. they also have w live in what they design, They
hive 1o deal with the clements, and they have to improvise to gel
the project done becanse there’s no hardware store 1o go 1o and
purchase needed ilems,

“These kinds of things that our people have to overcome are
the same kinds of things vou face o war, 1t just doesn’t get any
more real-world than this.™” :

Brig. Gen John R, Groves, Kentucky sadjutant general, agreed,
noting that an operation like Nuevos Hovizontes is “everything
but going to war,”

“We have to bring our equipment, our soldiers, our infrastrie-
ture — wi bring everything that's necessary to conduct s military
aperation,” he said.

The exercise also requires u hizh degree of cooperation be-
tween the Arny and Air Guard, as well as active duty Army and
Adr Foree units — something that is inereasingly crucial to mili-
tary operations anywhere in the world,

Brig, Gen. Verna Fairchild, Kentucky's assistant adjutant gen-
eral tor air, summed it up by saying “jointness 1s the name of the
pame.”

“TF we o off to war,” Fairchild said, “it's not going 1o be all
Adr Guand in one place and all Army Guard someplace else, 1t's
good for the state, us well as the nation, that we work together,
and I'm extremely pleased with the level of integration that ['ve
seen.”

The operation also has its emotionally rewarding and person-
ally satisfying uspects, smd Master Sgr, Pat Fields of the 1230
Civil Engineering Squadron.

“The kinds of things we're doing here are real gratfying,”
Fields said. “The school they have now is not much more than a
shack, so this new one’s readly going o help them out immensely.”

Edgar Quifones agrees,

The 43-vear-old father of three, wha lives across the street from
the new school, said he is excited about the facilities and the hope
they bring to his village

ABOVE: One of
the nicer homes
in Las Penas is
nonetheless a
good example of
their crude con-
struction.

LEFT: Resident
Edgar Quinones
talks to an inter-
preter about his
hopes for the fu-
ture.

“Sow that we have a good school and a good elinic,” he said
through an interpreier, “we can work Lo improve out village some
more, Then maybe more people will want to come here and bring
more prosperity o our town.”

Senior Airman Christopher Jackson, meanwhile, finds his satis-
faction in less tangible but equally important contributions.

“We're leaving a lasting impact as far as relations go.” said Jack-
som, a heating and air conditioning specialist with the 123rd Civil
Engincering Squadron, “Maybe these people will come Lo respect us
a little bit more as we come 10 respect them a ol more.

“You can already see that in their faces — the way they smile and
wave at you — and the kids are very curious about what we're doing
here. They're gelting a lot out of this, and that’s good because the
children are the future. This school is here for them,

“Were making progress, and progress is what it's all about,”

Next month: The {23rd Medical Squadron in Ecuador
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Baca retiring after 42 years in the military

NGB director praised for legacy of excellence

By Master Sgi. Bob Haskell
Mational Guard Bureau

ARLINGTOMN, Va. — Lt Gen. Edward
Baca’s leadership has been crucial in devel-
oping a restructured Air Force that makes
better use of the Air National Guard, Acting
Adr Force Secretary F Whitten Peters told
more than 600 people gathered here Tor the
general’s retirement ceremony July 30,

“We could not have instituted these -
portant reforms without the incredibly pro-
fessional, well-trained, well-equipped and
gung ho forces we zet from the Guard,” Pe-
ters said during his tribute to Baca, who 13
retiring after four years as the Guard
Bureaw’s chief and nearly 42 vears in uni-
Faerm,

Peters added that this level of profession-
alisim exists only because of “the leadership
provided by vou and your Guard command-
ers over the last few vears.”

The celebration for Baca and his wili,
Rita, featured a sentimental dinner address
by their oldest son, Brian, an Army Guard
majar; and a video about the family's life in
Mew Mexico and Washington that was pre-

The following servicemembers
have been promoled in the Ken-
fucky Air National Guard and as
reservists of the U5, Air Force.

TO AIRMAN (E-2)

«David Roby,
123rd Mission Support Fi.

TO AIRMAN 1ST CLASS (E-3)

-Kelly Drescher,
123rd Medical Sq.
-Stephanie Hazle,
123rd Services Ft,

-Daniel Marks,
165th Weather FiL
-Dana Walker,
123rd Communications Fit.

pared by their daughier Karen, an Air
Guard technical sergeant,

“Having the couraze o dream is what
life s all about,” Maj. Baca said about his
father's carcer, which propressed rom
Army Guard private 1o three-star general
and included » voluntary tourin Vietnam,

The Bacas” live other children also were
prasent, as were the general’s four broth-
ers and sister and retired Brig. Gen.
Antonio Marlinez, who enlisted Baca in
the Mew Mexico Army Guard Nov, 19,
1956,

Baca was presented the Defense Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, which is the
nation's third-highest military honor; and
the following morning, he was given Army
and Air Force Distinguished Service Med-
als in a ceremony at Fort Myer, Va.

Mrs, Baca accepted the Commuander’s
Awiard lor Public Service for befriending
orphans around the world and an Army
Certificate of Appreciation for her 40 vears
as a military wile,

Peters explained that the Air Foroe's
planned restructuring will mean funda-
mental changes w the Air Guard, Under

Promotions in the Kentucky Air National Guar

TO SENIOR AMN. (E-4)

-Matthew Atkinson,
123rd Operations Support Fit,
-Laura Mabe,
123rd Aerial Paort Sq.
«Patrick Shields,
123rd Aerial Port Sq,
Scott Terrill,
123rd Security Forces Sg.
Narma White,
123rd Mission Suppaort Fit,

TO STAFF SGT. (E-7)

-Nichalas Clements,
123rd Operations Support Flight
-Thomas Hagan,
123rd Communications Fit.
«David Hammer Jr.,
123rd Civil Engineer Sq.

the plan, active, Guard and Reserve units
will be linked into 10 ferce packages with a
cross-section of Air Force weapons systems,

Each package will be on call to handle
contingency operations for 90 days every |15
months, “which shoold lead to a substantial
reduction in the operational tempo,” he
adeded.

“Muost importantly for the Guard and Re-
serve,” Peters promised, “we will schedule
deployment periods and exercises a year to
Lwor years in advance — so you can tell vour
employers long in advance.”

That was music indeed to Baca, who
championed the total-force cavse dunng his
dozen years as New Mexico's adjutant gen-
eral and during his four vears as the Guard
Bureaw’s chict.

“The key to cur success is the evolving
nature of our organization, and today tha
means an mereasingly mtegrated force able
to stand on the line as a full pariner with owr
aclive component teammates,” he said a
Fort Myer.

“In the final analysis, we are all advocates
for freedom —active, Guard and Beserve.”

L Gen. Russell C. Davis, who has served
as vice chief of the Nattonal Guard Bureau
since 1995, was conlirmed by the Senate
July 30 as Baca's successor

——

e T i o e 1 T

«Christopher Middleton,
123rd Security Forces Sg.
«Damian Probus,
123rd Aerial Port Sa.
«Robert Robinson,
165th Airlift Sq.

«John Roth Jr.,
123rd Operations Suppaort Ft.

TO TECH. SGT. (E-5)

William Devare,
1 23rd Communications FIt,
=Chris Tellis,
123rd Mission Suppaort FiL

TOLT. COL. (O-5)

«Thomas Curry,
123rd Airlift Wing
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